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08 March 2021 

 

Dear Parent 

NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 testing for Early Years staff  

We are working to keep Nurserylands as safe as possible. You may have 
heard that testing for those without coronavirus symptoms is occurring 
across the country using new, quicker COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral 
flow tests’. 

These test kits will be delivered to the setting at some point in March. 

Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will 
help staff to remain at work safely. Up to one-third of people who have 
coronavirus experience no symptoms. By testing, we will help to stop the 
virus spread and help to keep our nursery open as safely as possible.  

The test is voluntary, but the organisation is encouraging all staff to take 
a LFT.  

If staff agree, they will take a test 30 minutes before the start of their 
shift twice a week (results take 30 minutes), on Monday’s and Thursday’s. 
The result will be recorded on a Spreadsheet by the individual. 

What if a member of staff tests positive? 

Staff will need to take a further ‘PCR test’ (similar to those done in local 
and regional testing sites) on the same day (or as soon as possible). Staff 
can go to www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call 119 to book a follow-
up test.  

During this time while they wait for the PCR result (via text / email), they 
will need to self-isolate. 

If the PCR test returns a positive result staff will have go home to self-
isolate and follow the guidance from NHS Test and Trace.  

What happens if the test is negative? 

Staff will be able to stay at work as normal.  

What if a member of staff develops symptoms? 

This testing programme is for people with no symptoms. If a member of 
staff develops symptoms at any time (such as a high temperature; a new, 
continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) 
they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 



 
 

 

 

(England, Wales and Northern Ireland) or 
visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

Once again, thank you for your support during this difficult time. 

Yours sincerely 

Anne-Marie Buckley  

Children, Youth and Community Manager  
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